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RACHEL BERNEY 
rachel_berney@yahoo.com 

1845 N. Gramercy Pl., #303 
Los Angeles, CA  90028 

H: (323) 463-2520 
C: (510) 517-1068 

 
 

ACADEMIC TRAINING 

University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley, California 
Ph.D. in Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, expected Fall 2007 
Dissertation title: Pow erbrokers, Experts, and Residents: How  Sustainable 
Development and Decentralization are Reshaping Public Space and the Role of 
Planning in Bogot‡, Colombia 
Chair: Michael Southworth, Randolph Hester, Ananya Roy, Mark Healey 

Comprehensive areas: history and theory of urban design and planning with an 
emphasis on social and environmental factors; qualitative and quantitative research 
methods for evaluating the efficacy of urban form, including challenges of cross-
cultural research; sustainable urban development and design in an international 
context 

University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley, California 
Master of City and Regional Planning, 2002 
Thesis title: What Principles of Design Support Visible Ecology  in Urban Places 
Concentration: Urban Design 

University of Washington, Seattle, Washington 
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, 1995, Dean’s list 
Rome Studies Program, scholarship recipient, 1994 
BFA Program in Graphic Design, 1990-1992 

 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

University of California, Berkeley 

Graduate Student Instructor, Environmental Design 1 (undergraduate) 
Department of Architecture and Department of Landscape Architecture and 
Environmental Planning, 2001, 2002 
Introductory studio course with Professor Randy Hester in the College of 
Environmental Design. Ran two weekly studio sections, held office hours, and 
participated in the course as part of the teaching team. Each team member 
developed assignments, assisted in writing the examination and presented lectures 
to the full class. Section responsibilities included teaching theory and methods of 
environmental design, providing critiques, and grading projects and papers. 

Guest Lecturer, Thesis Prep Class (professional) 
Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, 2006 
Discussed the thesis process and strategies for successful thesis completion 

Guest Lecturer, Neighborhood Landscape Class (professional) 
Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, 2001 
Discussed methods and process of gathering neighborhood-focused data 
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University of Washington 

Teaching Assistant, Introductory Design Studio (undergraduate/professional) 
Department of Landscape Architecture, 1994 
Worked with Professor Iain Robertson to create reader, provided desk and pin-up 
critiques, assisted in grading projects and journals, and helped organize field trips. 

Guest Lecturer, Professional Practice Class (undergraduate) 
Department of Landscape Architecture, 1998 
Presented on portfolio development and job interview preparation 

Guest Lecturer, Introductory Design Studio (undergraduate/professional) 
Department of Landscape Architecture, 1998 
Introduced basic graphics techniques and presentation board layouts 

 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Graduate Student Researcher, University of California, Berkeley 
Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, 2002-2006 
Worked with Professor Randolph Hester to prepare the book manuscript Design for 
Ecological Democracy  (MIT Press 2006) for publication. Created footnotes and 
bibliography, provided illustrations, helped with layout and formatting, researched 
items and contacted contributors. 

Graduate Student Researcher, University of California, Berkeley 
Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, 2001-2002 
Worked with Professor Marcia McNally to prepare for the graduate course LAEP 236 
“The Neighborhood Landscape” by providing content and illustrations for course 
text, conducting case study research, and writing up and illustrating findings. 

Graduate Student Researcher, University of California, Berkeley 
Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, 2000-2002 
Provided writing and technical assistance on manuscripts for Professor Emeritus 
Francis Violich. Assisted with his review of planning education, published as a 
Working Paper for the Institute of Urban and Regional Development at UC Berkeley, 
2001. 

Graduate Student Researcher, University of California, Berkeley 
Department of City  and Regional Planning, 2001 
Worked with Professor Peter Bosselmann to develop graphics and layout for his 
article “Transformations and City Extensions: Some Observations of Copenhagen’s 
City Form at a Time of Global Change” published as a Working Paper for the 
Institute of Urban and Regional Development, UC Berkeley, 2001, and published as 
“Transformation of Copenhagen, Urban Morphology at the Time of Global Change in 
the Journal of Urban Design, 2002. 

Graduate Student Researcher, University of California, Berkeley 
Department of City  and Regional Planning, 2001 
Reviewed and analyzed quantitative data for inclusion in publications for Professor 
Robert Ogilvie. 

 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning, Fort Worth, 2006: ÒThe Right to the 
CityÓ: The Spatial Politics of Public Space and Place Making in Bogot‡, Colombia, 
poster 
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Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture, Vancouver, B.C. 2006: The 
Sustainable City : Constructions of the Ideal City  in Bogot‡, Colombia through New  
Spatial Typologies, appears in proceedings 

Breslauer Graduate Symposium, University of California, Berkeley, 2006: 
Constructing Sustainability : Emerging Spaces in Bogot‡Õs Search for a New  Identity , 
working paper published at http://dcrp.ced.berkeley.edu/breslauer 

Planning Research, London, 2006: Constructing Sustainability  by Administration: 
Emerging Public Spaces in Bogot‡Õs Search for a New  Identity  

Pacific Rim Participatory Community Design, Hong Kong, 2002: Community-
University  Partnerships: Service Learning Models from the University  of California, 
Berkeley, the University  of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, and Pennsy lvania State 
University , co-authored paper (McNally, Lawson, Rios, and Berney) 

“Does the Neighborhood Landscape Matter?”  University of California, Berkeley, 
2000: Berkeley Youth Alternatives Neighborhood Case Study  

 
 
OTHER PRESENTATIONS, PUBLICATIONS, AND EXHIBITS 

San Francisco’s Urban Design Plan Revisited, University of California, Berkeley, 2001  
With Professor Peter Bosselmann, a select group of graduate urban design students 
explored how best to update the City of San Francisco’s long-standing and well-
known urban design plan. Project was presented at the University of California, 
Berkeley, the City of San Francisco, and at San Francisco design firms. 

Pacific Rim Participatory Community Design Conference, Taiwan, 2001 
Created illustrations on neighborhood landscape principles for keynote address and 
proceedings, a two-volume work published by Taiwan’s Executive Yuan Council for 
Cultural Affairs. 

“Outgrowing California,” Oakland Museum of California, Oakland, California, 2001: 
Smart Grow th for the Bay  Area, University of California, Berkeley, Department of 
City and Regional Planning, Metropolitan Regional Workshop 

“Outgrowing California,” Oakland Museum of California, Oakland, California, 2001: 
Berkeley Youth Alternatives Neighborhood Case Study , University of California, 
Berkeley, Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning 

Arcade, Journal for Architecture and Design in the Northwest, Seattle, Washington, 
1998: SeattleÕs Community  Garden Netw ork  

Making Streets That Work, Neighborhood Planning Department, City of Seattle, 1996  
Created illustrations for the Tool Kit section of this citizens' guide for improving 
neighborhood streets.  These illustrations also appear in the City of Honolulu Traffic 
Calming Guide and the City of Seattle Strategic Transportation Plan. 

Retrospect, College of Architecture and Urban Planning Magazine, University of 
Washington, 1994: An Urban Garden in Campo Boario, Rome, Italy  

 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Technical Staff, Wolfe Mason Associates, Oakland, California, 2000 
Worked with city staff and consultants as a team to coordinate community outreach 
and education for park and creek improvements for the City of Oakland's 
Collaborative Creeks Project, created construction drawings, graphics, and reports. 
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Temporary Staff, Urban Ecology, Oakland, California, 1999-2000 
Worked with the “Sustainable Cities” Program and a coalition of non-profit 
organizations to influence the proposed redevelopment of downtown Oakland 
through the Mayor’s 10K Program. Organized advisory panels and leadership 
meetings and wrote case studies and reports. 

Designer, Weisman Design Group, Seattle, Washington, 1997-1999 
Designed and drafted site and planting plans and details, prepared construction 
documents, sections, elevations, illustrations, and cost estimates. 

Planner, David Nemens Associates, Seattle, Washington, 1994-1997 
Conducted neighborhood and comprehensive planning projects, prepared 
environmental checklists, produced impact statements, reports, maps, drawings, 
and marketing materials. 

Designer, Integrated Site Design, Seattle, Washington, 1996 
Developed individual site designs for Deep Springs College based on 10-Year Master 
Plan. 

Designer/Planner, Radius Associates, Seattle, Washington, 1995-1996 
Helped conduct a master plan study for Deep Springs College, California.  Met with 
students, faculty and staff, documented existing conditions, prepared drawings, 
wrote and edited planning materials, and made presentations.  The final 
documentation included a 10-Year Master Plan in two volumes and a collection of 
illustrated concepts used to explain the most important changes needed for the 
school. 

Intern Designer, Jones & Jones, Seattle, Washington, 1994 
Assisted with process drawings and project documentation for master planning in 
Yosemite and Denali National Parks, drew planting plans and sections. 

 
 
SERVICE 

Application Reviewer, University of California, Berkeley, 2004, 2005 
Evaluated Ph.D. applications to the Department of Landscape Architecture and 
Environmental Planning for entry into the program. 

Community Design Program, Urban Ecology, Oakland, California, 2000-2004 
Participated on Urban Ecology's Community Design Program steering committee to 
guide and support the program’s pro bono neighborhood design and planning work, 
volunteered at charrettes and facilitated at workshops. 

Thomas Street Gardens, Volunteer Site Coordinator, Seattle, Washington, 1997-1999 
Assisted with the day-to-day functions of a 32-plot garden in the Seattle P-Patch 
Program, facilitated meetings, helped with garden construction, interviewed and 
hired contractors. 

New Options Middle School Service Learning Program, Volunteer, Seattle, 
Washington, 1997-1998 
Guided a student-led design process for a new playground including a theater, 
sports courts, playfield, and outdoor learning area.  Provided in-class instruction on 
landscape architecture. 

Picture I.D. – A Community Design Event, Volunteer, Seattle, Washington, 1998 
Worked with community members of Seattle’s International District in a visioning 
process for neighborhood growth. 
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Sustainable Seattle’s Neighborhood Network, Volunteer, Seattle, Washington, 1996 
Helped create a series of publications supporting the development of sustainable 
planning within neighborhoods, provided illustrations. 

Washington Park Arboretum Saplings Child Education Program, Guide, 1996  
Guided elementary school students through the University of Washington 
Arboretum using games and experiments to teach them about the flora and fauna. 

 
 
SKILLS/ACTIVITIES 

Drawing, Proficient in line drawing, illustration, composition, and perspective in 
various media including pencil, pen, charcoal, conté, pastels 

Photography, 35mm and digital composition, developing, and editing 

Filmmaking, development and production of documentary and educational film 
projects emphasizing urban social issues. 

Languages, highly proficient in reading, writing, and speaking Spanish 
 
 
COMPUTER SKILLS 

Data and Text Management/Spreadsheets, Excel, Word, EndNote 

Page Layout and Graphics, PageMaker, InDesign, Photoshop, PowerPoint, limited 
Freehand and Illustrator 

CAD, AutoCad 

Geographic Information Systems, limited ArcGIS, ArcINFO, and ArcView 
 
 
MEMBERSHIPS 

Latin American Studies Association 
International Association for People-Environment Studies 
Architects, Designers and Planners for Social Responsibility 

 
 
HONORS & AWARDS 

Farrand Award for Survey Research, University of California, Berkeley, Department of 
Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, 2006 

Dean’s Normative Time Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley, 2005-2006 

Department Dissertation Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley, Department 
of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, 2005-2006 

Department Fellowships, University of California, Berkeley, Department of Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental Planning, 2002-2005 

Chicago Institute for Architecture and Urbanism Award Nominee, 2001: What 
Principles of Design Support Visible Ecology in Urban Places? 


