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Education 
 

Ph.D. Urban Design and Planning  

University of Washington, Seattle, WA (August 2008). Dissertation Title: Building Political 

Engagement in Multi-Ethnic Communities: Toward a Multicultural Empowerment Praxis for 

Planning. 

 

M.U.P. Master of Urban Planning 

University of Washington, Seattle, WA (June 2001). Thesis Title: Accounting for Configuration 

and Attenuation in Nutrient Export Modeling. 
 

B.S. Civil Engineering 

Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA (May 1999).  Minors:  Japanese and Architectural 

History. 

 

Research Interests  

 

Participatory planning, democracy & governance 

Public health and the built environment 

Community organizations and nonprofits  

Community based participatory research  

 

Immigration, race, gender and culture 

Urban environmental planning 

Environmental justice 

Green stormwater infrastructure 

 

Employment 

 

2010 to present  Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of Pennsylvania, School of  

Social Policy and Practice 

 

2008 – 2009  Visiting Assistant Professor, Seattle University, Institute of Public Service  

& Center for Nonprofit Leadership 

 

2001 – 2003  Environmental Consultant, Environmental Science Associates, Water and  

Wastewater Division, San Francisco, CA.  

 

Honors  
 

2010 to present  Associate Fellow, Center for Public Health Initiatives, University of 

Pennsylvania 

 

2006 – 2007 Stroum Endowed Minority Dissertation Fellowship c/o the UW Graduate 

Opportunities and Minority Achievement Program (GO-MAP) 
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2003 – 2005  NSF Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship (IGERT) 

fellowship in Urban Ecology 

 

Publications 

 

“Immigrant Organizations in Pursuit of Inclusive Planning: Lessons from a Municipal 

Annexation Case”, Journal of Planning Education and Research (forthcoming; accepted Sept. 

19, 2011). 

  

“The Influences of Gender and Race on Immigrant Political Participation: the Case of the 

Trusted Advocates”, International Migration (forthcoming; accepted April 25, 2011). 

 

“Peter Hall and Mark Tewdwr-Jones, Urban and Regional Planning, 5rd edition”, Journal of 

Planning Education and Research (forthcoming; accepted July, 2011). 

 

Publications under Review 

 

 “Amenity Migration and Second-Home Development in Washington State” (with R. Rivera and 

S. Rullman), under review with Landscape and Urban Planning. 

 

“Motivations and Challenges for Female Executives in the Nonprofit Sector” (with F. Handy and 

L. Eierman), under review with Nonprofit Management and Leadership. 

 

“Taking Green Infrastructure to Scale: a Review of Challenges and Strategies” (with C. Rosan), 

in preparation for submittal to the Journal of the American Planning Association. 

 

 “Teaching Social Change: Opportunities and Barriers to Using Critical Race Theory in Social 

Work Education” (with K. Dunn), in preparation for submittal to the Journal of Social Work 

Education. 

 

Selected Conference Participation 
 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference (Salt Lake City, UT, October 2011). 

Presentation Title: “Community-Engaged Air and Noise Pollution Exposure and Risk 

Assessment”. 

 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference (Minneapolis, MN, October 2010). 

Presentation Title: “Immigrant Organizations: Making Space for the New Normal in Planning 

Decisions”. 

 

Urban Affairs Association Conference (Honolulu, HI, March 2010). Presentation Title: “Women 

of Color Organizing to Transform the State: Some Lessons from White Center, WA”. 

 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference (Milwaukee, WI, October 2007). 

Presentation Title: “An Empowerment Praxis for Planning: Using Difference in a Cycle of 

Critical Consciousness and Action”. 
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Urban Affairs Association Conference (Seattle, WA, April 2007). Presentation Title: “Building 

Political Community via Annexation in White Center, WA: The Role of Cultural Translation”. 

 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference (Fort Worth, TX, November 2006). 

Presentation Title: “Building Political Community via Annexation in White Center, WA: The 

Role of Culture and Translation”. 

 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference (Kansas City, MO, October 2005). 

Presentation Title: “Explaining the Physical and Social Patterns of Second Homes: An Integrated 

Approach”. 

 

Emerging Issues along Urban/Rural Interfaces: Linking Science and Society (Atlanta, GA, 

March 2005). Presentation Title: “Explaining the Spatial Distribution of Second Homes: An 

Integrated Approach”. 

 

Teaching Experience 
 

Graduate Courses 

American Racism in Social Work Practice (University of Pennsylvania, MSW program) 

Understanding Social Change: Issues of Race and Gender (University of Pennsylvania, MSW 

program) 

Ethics in Public and Non-Profit Administration (Seattle University, MPA program) 

Introduction to GIS (Seattle University, MPA program) 

Justice in Planning (University of Washington, MUP program) 

 

Undergraduate Courses  

GIS Applications in Social Science (University of Pennsylvania, Urban Studies program) 

Urban Studies Senior Research Seminar (University of Pennsylvania) 

Exploring the American City (Seattle University, BPA program) 

State and Local Politics (Seattle University, Political Science Department) 

Introduction to GIS (Seattle University, Environmental Studies program) 

Community Design Workshop (Seattle University, BPA program) 

Introduction to Community, Environment and Planning (University of Washington, Community, 

Environment & Planning program) 

Writing Seminar (University of Washington, Community, Environment & Planning program) 

Ethics and Identity (University of Washington, Community, Environment & Planning program) 

Introduction to Urban Ecology (University of Washington, Program on the Environment) 
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Humans and the Environment in the Pacific Northwest Bioregion (undergraduate & graduate 

students from Keio University, Tokyo, Japan) (University of Washington, International 

Programs & Exchanges) 

 

Service and Professional Affiliation 

 

2010 -  Reviewer: Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 

2005 - Member: Association of the Collegiate Schools of Planning 

2008 -  Member: Planners’ Network 

2010 -  Member: Urban Affairs Association 

 


