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MA/MS Ph.D. ACSP Member:

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY PAB N/A FULL

City Planning Program
204 Old Architecture Bldg.

Atlanta, GA 30332-0155
Phone (404) 894-2350

Fax (404) 894-1628

www.arch.gatech.edu/cp

Cheryl K. Contant, Director
Phone (404) 894-2350

E-mail: cheryl.contant@arch.gatech.edu

PROGRAM INFORMATION
GRADUATE DEADLINES, TUITION AND FEES
Admission Deadline 2000-01 …………………………....…May 1, 2000
Financial Aid Deadline 2000-01 .….…………...….……March 1, 2000
In-State Tuition and Fees …...……......$1,795 per semester (1999-2000)
Out-State Tuition and Fees .………..…$6,139 per semester (1999-2000)
Application Fee……………………..………………………………..$50

GENERAL COST OF LIVING
Per Semester ………….………….…………..Books and Supplies $450

…………………….……..Personal Expenses/Travel $750
…………………….………...…..Room and Board $2,850

Approximate Annual Cost ………….….….$8,100 plus tuition and fees

ANNUAL STUDENT ENROLLMENT
Applied Enrolled
97/98 98/99 97/98 98/99

Masters
Masters in City Planning 102 136 33 42
Doctoral
Ph.D. in City Planning 23 19 2 1

MASTERS DEGREE
Masters in City Planning
Year Initiated: 1952                                       PAB Accreditation
Degrees Granted through 8/31/99……………………………………935
Degrees Granted from 9/1/98 to 8/31/99 ……..………………………28

Masters Specializations
GIS, Economic Development, Environmental Planning,

Land Use/Growth Management, Real Estate Development,
Transportation, and Urban Design

MASTERS ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
University Admission Policy: Bachelors degree from an accredited

institution.
Minimum Undergraduate GPA: 3.0 or better highly desirable.
Minimum GRE: Required. Scores over 500 in each

category desirable.
Ranking in Undergraduate Class: Not Required.
Departmental Requirements: International students must have a

minimum TOEFL of 600 and ability
to demonstrate financial support.

MASTERS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Hours of Core ………………………………………………………...21
Hours of Studio or Practice Related Courses ..……..………………….4
Hours of Electives …………………………………………………...15
Hours of Restricted Electives ………..……………………………….12
Hours Allowed to Complete Final Product …………………………...4
Total Required Hours in Planning Program ..………………………...56
Thesis or Final
Product:

Thesis is available to all students. Most students
choose "option paper" research in area of
specialization. Internship required.

Core Courses: Analytic and Computer Methods, Microeconomics,
Planning Theory and History, Overview of
Specializations, Urban and Regional Theory and
Methods, Growth Management Law and
Implementation and Studio.

Indicators of Academic Progress ………………....Minimum 2.75 GPA

GENERAL INFORMATION
Alternative Class Format ……….…..Several web-based classes offered

FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION
Internship Opportunities: Yes. Available at government agencies and

private firms in Atlanta region. Paid.
Dept. Awards and Grants: Four endowed scholarships ranging from

$500 - $1500.
Research Assistantships: Ten institutional first-year Graduate

Research Assistantships (GRA's) available at
$4,960 per year plus tuition waiver; Twenty-
five GRA/co-ops with local agencies/firms
at $4,960 per year plus tuition waiver;
Eighteen grant sponsored GRAs at $2,480
per semester plus tuition waiver;
Three to five GRAs in other departments on
campus at $2,480 per semester plus tuition
waiver.

Teaching Assistantships: One to two GTAs per year at $4,960 per year
plus tuition waiver.

TOTAL * MASTERS STUDENT COMPOSITION
1998-1999

FT PT Non FT PT
US M F M F US- M F M F

Citizen Citizen

Hispanic 1 Asia 3 2
White 38 27
Afr. Amer. 6 5
Nat. Amer.

Asian Amer 2 1
*Students might be counted in more than one category

DOCTORAL DEGREE
Ph.D. in College of Architecture --City Planning
Year Initiated: 1982
Degrees Granted through 8/31/99………………………………………3
Degrees Granted from 9/1/98 to 8/31/99 ……..………………………..1
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Dissertations Granted from 9/1/98 to 8/31/99
1. Social and Spatial Implications of Community-Based

Residential Environments on Crime in Urban Settings

Doctoral Specializations
GIS, Economic Development, Environmental Planning, Land

Use/Growth Management, Real Estate Development,
Transportation, and Urban Design

DOCTORAL ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
University Admission Policy: Minimum of 550 on TOEFL.
Minimum GRE: Usually 600 or better on each of the

general tests.  TOEFL of 600 for
international students.

DOCTORAL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Hours of Core ………………………………………………...………10
Hours of Studio or Practice Related Courses ..…………...……………0
Hours in Major Field ……………………………………...…………15
Hours in Minor Field ……………………………………………….....9
Additional Hours ………………………………….………….……...12
Total Required Hours in Planning Program ………..………………...46
Thesis or Final Product ………………………………..…..Dissertation
Core Courses……..…………………….Two courses and four seminars
Miscellaneous: Two years of full-time residency.  Qualifying

paper, comprehensive exams, dissertation
colloquium, dissertation and defense.

Indicators of Academic Progress: Year end progress reports to advisor.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Alternative Class Format …………….………..Some web-based classes

FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION
Internship Opportunities: Yes, check with department.
Dept. Awards and Grants: President's Fellowships- $5,500 supplement

to GRA or other award. Renewable
President's Minority Fellowship- $5,500
supplement to other award.

Teaching and Research
Assistantships:

Graduate Teaching Assistanship (one per
year) at $8,100 per year plus tuition waiver.
Three faculty sponsored GRAs at $8,100
per year plus tuition waiver.

Financial Aid Information: Regent's Opportunity Scholarship- $5,500
for one year for economically
disadvantaged minority Georgia residents.

TOTAL * DOCTORAL STUDENT COMPOSITION
1998-1999

FT PT Non FT PT
US M F M F US- M F M F

Citizen Citizen

Hispanic Asian 1
White 6 2 2
Afr. Amer. 1
Nat. Amer.

Asian Amer

Other

*Students might be counted in more than one category

PLANNING FACULTY
CHERYL K. CONTANT APA Teaching: BA MA
Professor & Director. BS, University of Utah (1977); MS (1979) and
Ph.D. (1984) Stanford University. Specializations: Environmental Planning,
Impact Assessment, Infrastructure/Public Services, Land Use/Growth
Management and Quantitative Methods.

(404) 894-2350 cheryl.contant@arch.gatech.edu

WILLIAM DRUMMOND APA Teaching: MA PhD.
Associate Professor. Ph.D. University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
Specializations: Computer Applications, Geographic Information Systems,
Historic Preservation, Land Use/Growth Management and Quantitative
Methods.

(404) 894-9840 bill.drummond@arch.gatech.edu

MICHAEL ELLIOTT APA Teaching: MA PhD.
Associate Professor. BS, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1974);
MCP, University of California, Berkeley (1978); Ph.D. Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (1984). Specializations: Environmental Planning, Negotiation
and Conflict Management, Planning Theory and Politics and Governance.

(404) 894-9841 michael.elliott@arch.gatech.edu

LAWRENCE D. FRANK APA AICP Teaching: MA PhD.
Assistant Professor. BLA, University of Arizona (1985); MS (1990) and
Ph.D. (1992) University of Washington. Specializations: Environmental
Planning, Environmental Psychology, Land Use/Growth Management,
Landscape/Site Design and Transportation.

(404) 894-6488 Ldfrank@mindspring.com

STEVEN P. FRENCH APA AICP Teaching: BA MA PhD
Professor. BA, University of Virginia (1971); MURP, University of
Colorado, Denver (1973); Ph.D. University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
(1980). Specializations: Computer Applications, Environmental Planning,
Geographic Information Systems, Land Use/Growth Management and
Quantitative Methods.

(404) 385-0900 steve.french@arch.gatech.edu

LARRY KEATING APA AICP Teaching: MA
Associate Professor. B.Arch (1968) and M.Arch (1969) Virginia
Polytechnic and State University; Ph.D. University of Wisconsin, Madison
(1978). Specializations: Citizen Participation, Community Development,
Housing and Neighborhood Planning, Planning History and Planning Theory.

(404) 894-0642 larry.keating@arch.gatech.edu

NANCEY GREEN LEIGH APA AICP Teaching: MA
Associate Professor. BA (1975) and MRP (1979) University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill; M.Econ. (1984) and Ph.D. (1989) University of
California, Berkeley. Specializations: Economic Development Planning,
Metropolitan/Regional Planning and Urban and Regional Economics.

(404) 894-9839 nancey.leigh@arch.gatech.edu

ARTHUR C. NELSON APA AICP Teaching: MA PhD
Professor. BS (1972), MUS (1975) and Ph.D. (1984) Portland State
University. Specializations: Infrastructure/Public Services, Land Use/Growth
Management, Metropolitan/Regional Planning, Public Finance/Fiscal Planning
and Real Estate Development.

(404) 894-0650 chris.nelson@arch.gatech.edu

CATHERINE ROSS APA Teaching: BA MA PhD
Professor. BA, Kent State University (1971); MCRP (1973) and Ph.D.
(1979) Cornell University. Specializations: Economic Development Planning,
Metropolitan/Regional Planning, Politics and Governance, Real Estate
Development and Transportation.

(404) 463-3000 ross@grta.org

DAVID S. SAWICKI APA AICP Teaching: MA PhD
Professor. BSCE, Worcester Polytech (1965); Ph.D. Cornell University
(1970). Specializations: Community Development, Demography, Economic
Development Planning, Social Policy/Human Services and Urban and Regional
Economics.

(404) 894-0569 david.sawicki@arch.gatech.edu
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ANNE STEINEMANN APA AICP Teaching: MA PhD
Associate Professor. BS, University of California, Irvine (1984); MS,
University of California, Los Angeles (1985); Ph.D. Stanford University
(1993). Specializations: Environmental Planning, Impact Assessment, Natural
Resource Planning and Public Management/Strategic Planning.

(404) 894-6491 anne.steinemann@arch.gatech.edu

OTHER AFFILIATED FACULTY
JACK ALHADEFF Teaching: MA
Instructor. MS, Georgia Institute of Technology (1981). Specializations:
Computer Applications, Geographic Information Systems and Natural Resource
Planning.

(404) 894-0124   jack.alhadeff@arch.gatech.edu

DOUG ALLEN Teaching: MA
Professor. MLA, Harvard University (1976). Specializations:    
Landscape/Site Design, Physical Planning/Urban Design and Real Estate
Development.

(404) 894-3846 doug.allen@arch.gatech.edu

RICHARD DAGENHART APA AICP Teaching: MA
Associate Professor. M.Arch (1972) and MCP (1972) University of
Pennsylvania. Specializations: International Development and Planning,
Landscape/Site Design and Physical Planning/Urban Design.

(404) 894-2992 richard.dagenhart@arch.gatech.edu

THOMAS N. DEBO APA Teaching: BA MA
Professor. BSCE, Michigan Tech (1963); MCP (1972) and Ph.D. (1975)
Georgia Institute of Technology. Specializations: Environmental Planning,
Infrastructure/Public Services and Natural Resource Planning.

(404) 894-3880 tom.debo@arch.gatech.edu

KAREN BURKHART DICK Teaching: MA
Instructor. MCP, Georgia Institute of Technology (1984). Specializations:
Public Finance/Fiscal Planning and Real Estate Development.

(770) 913-3919 kburkhartdick@ackerman.net

MICHAEL DOBBINS APA AICP Teaching: MA
Instructor. M.Arch, Yale University (1965). Specializations: Citizen
Participation, Community Development, Housing and Neighborhood Planning
and Physical Planning/Urban Design.

(404) 330-6070 mdobbins@ci. atlanta.ga.us

NICK FAUST Teaching: MA
Instructor. MS, Georgia Institute of Technology (1975). Specializations:
Computer Applications and Geographic Information Systems.

(404) 894-0021 nick.faust@gtri.gatech.edu

THOMAS D. GALLOWAY APA AICP Teaching: MA PhD
Professor &s Dean. BA, Westmont College (1962); MUP (1979) and
Ph.D. (1972) University of Washington. Specializations: Planning History and
Planning Theory.

(404) 894-3880 tom.galloway@arch.gatech.edu

DAVID HADDOW APA AICP Teaching: MA
Instructor. MCP, Georgia Institute of Technology (1979); MBA, Georgia
State University (1982). Specializations: Land Use/Growth Management,
Public Finance/Fiscal Planning and Real Estate Development.

(404) 577-7222   HaddowCo@aol.com

MICHAEL MEYER Teaching: MA
Professor. BSCE, University of Wisconsin, Madison (1974); MS,
Northwestern University (1975); Ph.D. Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(1978). Specializations: Metropolitan/Regional Planning and Transportation.

(404) 894-2202 mike.meyer@ce.gatech.edu

WILLIAM PATTON APA Teaching: BA MA
Instructor. MCP, Georgia Institute of Technology (1974). Specializations:
Environmental Planning, Impact Assessment and Natural Resources Planning.

(404) 562-9610       Patton.Bill@epamail.epa.gov

H. RANDAL ROARK Teaching: MA
Associate Professor. M.Arch and MCP, University of Pennsylvania.
Specializations: Citizen Participation and Physical Planning/Urban Design.

(404) 894-4668 randy.roark@arch.gatech.edu

FYI
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Founded in 1951, the City Planning Program at Georgia Tech is
one of the first programs in the nation to grant a planning
degree.  Since its first class of ten students, the program has
grown substantially.  The curriculum now reaches into many
allied fields and is taught by ten full-time and numerous
affiliated faculty from the planning community.

As our understanding of cities and regions has broadened, so
too has the curriculum and faculty of the City Planning
Program.  A joint degree in the field of transportation planning,
with the School of Civil Engineering, was developed in 1962.
Joint degree programs were subsequently added in urban design
and architecture, civil engineering and water resources, and
environmental engineering.  In addition, certificate programs in
historic preservation and real estate development have been
created in cooperation with nearby Georgia State University.
New courses are continually being added as the needs of urban
places change: the introduction of environmental planning and
the increased emphasis placed on development economics and
real estate are but two examples.  Techniques for improving the
analytical capabilities of the students have been strengthened.
A Ph.D. program was added in the fall of 1982 to train those
interested in teaching and pursuing advanced research in
planning.

Today’s program retains the original concept of providing an
education that is broad based and comprehensive, with the
appropriate technical skills.  The faculty strives to provide a
good balance between theoretical and historical perspectives on
the one hand, and analytical skills and applications on the other.
Students graduate from the program with highly marketable
skills and an understanding of planning that will allow them to
grow and develop throughout their entire careers.

The opportunities provided by the Atlanta “urban laboratory”
are unequaled for graduate education in city and regional
planning in the U.S.  The Atlanta metropolitan region has over
3.5 million inhabitants and a continually expanding job market.
The boom in residential, commercial, and office development is
unparalleled.  Planners are involved in this activity in a myriad
of ways, and for planners few places in the United States are
more exciting.  Atlanta offers students the opportunity to learn,
first-hand, about issues affecting urban areas.  Local
professionals and officials look to Georgia Tech’s students,
faculty, and alumni for assistance with numerous planning
issues.  Additionally, the program’s urban location offers many
options for students looking for internship and co-op
opportunities. Therefore virtually all of our students are funded
throughout their entire graduate education by either the
Program, by research grants, and/or by local employers.
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